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Visitors Welcome 

The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no 
charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 
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The Silver Heard of 
Chicken Hill 


Sometime around the turn of 
the century there were many places 
on Long Island that had rather 
odd names, such as Echo, Scrag 
Hill, Blood Hill, ete., that would 
cause one to wonder why. Such 
was not the case of East Setau- 
ket’s Chicken Hill. Never was a 
place more aptly named. Chickens 
ran everywhere, mostly in the roads 
Icoking for horse droppings. As 
you drove along with old Dobbin 
they would scatter in all directions 
with loud squawks, then look back 
at you with pained expressions, or 
the rooster might kick up a claw- 
ful of dust as much as to say “that 


for you”. 
Yet if it had not been for some 
of the descendants, perhaps, of 


some of these very same chickens, 
I would not be writing about the 
events that happened later. If 
memory does not fail me, it was 
around the year 1909 that I was 
selling teas and coffees in and 
about East Setauket. Although 
fifty years have come and gone, I 
can in fancy still see the place 
as it looked in those days, before 
the hand of progress laid upon it. 

As you approached East Setau- 
ket from the west, the first thing 
you came ta was, the remains of 
a large brick building in which 
they had once made some of the 
finest home organs in the United 
States. The next large building 
was the M. E. Church and when 
you reached there you were stand- 
ing on Chicken Hill, which over- 
looked the village and harbcr. Then 
at the foot of the hill you came 
to the old factory where girls in 
1897 got as much as $12 a week 
(piecework) making rubbers. At 
that time East Setauket had move 
shipping and industry than Port 
Jefferson 

Just a short distance north of 
the M. E. Church stood a small 
Cape Cod cottage, the home of a 


Continued on Page 68 


FREEPORT 8-1212 





86 E. SUNRISE H'WAY 








SWEZEY FUEL CO. 


Coal and Fuel Oils 
Patchogue and Port Jefferson 


GRover 3-0270 Pt. Jef. 555 














Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
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Mist Netting Island’s “Birds 


HE author has been banding 

birds on Long Island for the 
U.S. Fish And Wildlife Service 
(formerly known as Biological Sur- 
vey) for more than 31 years. 
29250 birds of 149 species have 
been banded. Bird banding in this 
country was taken over by the Gov- 
ernment under jurisdiction of the 
Bureau of Biological Survey, U.S. 
Dept. of Agriculture in 1920. Most 
of the 10,000,000 birds that have 
been banded in North America 
were caught in wire traps or banded 
as young before they were able to 
fly. 

A new approach to catching large 
numbers of birds, especially those 
species difficult to capture in wire 
traps, was found with the discovery 
that the Japanese were using mist 
nets made of fine silk or nylon 
to capture birds for food. These 
nets are dyed black and are about 
30 feet long and about 5 feet high. 
They were seen in operation in 
Japan about 1948 by Oliver Austin, 
Jr. whose father owned the largest 
bird-banding station in the United 
States out on Cape Cod, Mass. He 
brought a few nets back with him 
to experiment at that station. They 
have been so successful that about 
2000 nets have been imported into 
the United States and are being 
used in season by bird banders. 

Banders saw the need of co- 
operative large-scale banding of 
migrating birds in the fall along 
the coast. This Atlantic Coast net- 
ting project known as ‘Operation 
Recovery” began in Sept. 1955 with 
preliminary netting in Sept. 1951, 
1952 and 1953 at Cape May, N. J. 
In 1955 about 1500 birds were 
banded at netting stations from 
Mass. to Virginia. In 1956 about 
5400 birds were banded at 15 sta- 





tions between Nova Scotia and 
The Author 
Mr. Wilcox, proprietor of the 


Oceanic Duck Farm at Speonk, is 
among the country’s most success- 
ful bird banders. During his field 
work on eastern Long Island for 
more than three decades he has 
established a number of “famous 
firsts” among ornithologists. 


Le Roy Wilcox 


Maryland. In 1957 about 11600 
birds were banded at 22 stations 
between Nova Scotia and North 


Carolina. The largest number caught 
at one station were the 2786 that 
were netted at Island Beach State 
Park, N. J. where a maximum of 
60 nets were operated for 17 days, 
Sept. 6-22, by about 13 banders. 
This State Park is a 10 mile barrier 
beach extending from Seaside Park 
south to Barnegat Inlet. 

I was unacquainted with mist 
nets and their operation so took 10 
nets with me to Island Beach State 
Park, N. J. on Sept. 11, 12 and 13, 
1958, mainly to observe other band- 
ers and their methods of mist net- 
ting. I succeeded in capturing 132 
birds in 371 net hours or about .35 
birds per net hour which was the 
average for the other 15 banders 
operating there. Net hours are 
computed by multiplying the num- 
ber of nets by the number of hours 
operating. I was so pleased with 
capturing so many species that I 
had never banded before that I 
went to Shinnecock Bay the follow- 
ing week to see if there was a pos- 


sibility of opening a netting station 
on Long Island. I had never con- 
sidered the south shore of Long 
Island to be very good for all mi- 
grating birds, certainly not the 
equal to the mainland of the coast 
as New Jersey. 

I set my first nets up at 6:30 
A.M. on Sept. 20, 1958, one-half 
mile west of Tiana Coast Guard 
Station, Shinnecock Bay, and _ suc- 
ceeded in netting 70 birds of 25 
species in 56 net hours. I con- 
tinued with the netting on Sept. 
25, 26, 27, Oct: 3. 4.9. 16. 12 
24, 25, 29, 30, 31 and in those 
14 days of netting caught 1507 
birds of 65 species in 966 net 
hours for an average of 1.56 bird 
per net hour. Probably one-half 
of these species I had never been 
able to trap or band before. 

This was more than 4 times the 
number per net hour than the aver- 
age for all the other stations along 
the coast. I believe it was mainly 
due to the low vegetation and nar- 
row outer barrier beach at Shinne- 
cock Bay (much lower vegetation 
and narrower beach than Island 
Beach, N. J.). Because most of the 
vegetation is lower than 6 feet, the 








Rare Sage Thrasher 


Netted by Author 
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species that would normally be 
feeding at tree-top level on the 
mainland were kept down to this 
low level and so accordingly were 
easy to capture in the 5 feet high 
mist nets. 

Birds can fly from either direc- 
tion, east or west, into the nets 
where they remain until removed. 
Direction of flight and time of day 
was recorded for most of the birds. 
It was noted that most birds were 
moving west during first 3 or 4 
hours of daylight and then many 
were moving east during rest of the 
day. The nets were in 3 lanes, 
one at Tiana Coast Guard Station, 
another one-half mile west of this 
Station in a clump of low pines 
and the third lane about one-quart- 
er mile west of this clump of pines. 
Many individuals remained for a 





Sharp Tailed Sparrow 


week before moving on south. 

The result of this netting was 
probably the most amazing experi- 
ence in my 30 years of banding as 
it produced some rarities or uncom- 
mon birds that I would not nor- 
mally have seen or known were on 
the outer beach until I found them 
in the nets. The most noteworthy 
capture was a Sage Thrasher on 
Oct. 18, the first to be banded east 
of the Mississippi River and only 
the second record for the species 
for the eastern half of the United 
States (one was collected at Roch- 
ester, N. Y. on April 12, 1942.) 

The bird was brought to my 
home at Speonk where I gave it 
water and berries and kept it over- 


Continued on page 72 
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340 Howell’s Road at Pine Drive 128 W. Main Street at Ocean Ave. 


OF BAY SHORE 





Pee, 
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Nicholson & Galloway 
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Roofing and Waterproofing 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 
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426 East 110th Street Cedar Swamp Road 


New York City Brookville, L. I. 
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Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 
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MEMBER: Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 

















APRIL 1959 


‘i LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Early SHuntington “Gown School 


NE of the earliest acts of the 
townspeople of Huntington 
was to employ a schoolteacher, and 
on Feb. 11th, 1657 Jonas Holds- 
worth was engaged to tutor the 
children of the settlement. The pay 
for this task was given in commodi- 
ties and housing. Just where the 
first classes were held is not de- 
fined, but at the town meeting of 
June 28, 1660 a tax was voted for 
supporting a house for the school- 
teacher who probably lived and 
taught in the same building. With 
this humble start, Huntington laid 
the foundation of its school sys- 
tem. 

During the following century ed- 
ucation seems to have been recog- 
nized as a fundamental of democ- 
racy and “‘little red schoolhouses’’ 
appeared wherever small hamlets 
grew. Those schools were a source 
of great pride to every community 
and very often they occupied a 
place of prominence. 

When Washington made _ his 
Presidential tour of western Long 
Island he passed through the 
Town of Huntington on his way 
to Oyster Bay on April 23, 1790. 
As he started up the hill on the 
west side of Cold Spring Harbor 
his carriage stopped so that he 
might watch some carpenters raive 
the frame of a small school build- 
ing. Much folklore has been at- 
tached to that event but the fact 
remains that a school was _ built 
there and at about that time. It 
was placed on what is now route 
25 A, opnosite Carnegie Institute, 
and was approximately 24 X 14 feet 
and 1414, feet high. It was, as 
far as we are able to learn, the 
first schoolhouse to serve the area 
which embraced district number 
one of Huntington and number 
eight of Oyster Bay. 

The area later came to be known 
as Bungtown as the manufacture 
of barrel staves and bungs for 





The Author 


Mr. Lott is the official historian 
of the town of Huntington and one 
who really works at it. He is also 
an interesting speaker on his town’s 
early history 


Roy E. Lott 


whalers was the largest industry 
there during the early 19th century. 
The school bore the name of Bung- 
town School. The seats in that 
primitive building were long wood- 
en benches on either side of the 
room and the desks were a wooden 
plank fastened to the wall directly 
beneath the windows. One of these 
still remains, showing the artistic 
imprints of some student who had 
wielded a sharp jacknife. There 
was no blackboard, but each pupil 
supplied his own slate, and a water 
bucket with its lone tin dipper 
quenched their thirst. 

By 1827 the population had 
grown so that thirty-one children 
were registered and the school was 
moved around a bend in the road 
to a spot just a few feet northwest 
of where St. John’s Church now 


stands, directly behind the fish 
hatchery. It was also enlarged to 


51 feet in length with the other 
dimensions remaining as before. 
The yearly reports of that com- 
bined district from 1827 to 1863 
show constant growth. Brickyards, 
chipping and the whaling industry 
brought workers and their families, 
and Trustees Wm. E. Jones, Samuel 








Old Cold Spring Harbor School Just Before Removal 


A. Jones and Charles F. Stewart 
reported 75 children in attendance 
in 1863. Thus a second generation 
trod the floor of the old school, 
some of whose first pupils were 
now the Trustees. 

By 1870, Huntington and Oyster 
Bay had each built its own school: 
the building for Huntington's dis- 
trict number 1 being placed about 
opposite the present Main _ street 
school at Cold Spring Harbor, and 
the school of Oyster Bay’s district 
number 8 being just a little west 
of the first site of the original 
building. The building is now a 
dwelling but its belfry still remains. 

By this time the original school 
had filled its mission and in 1895 
or 96 a decision was made to re- 
move it. The church with its rather 
extended horse-shed had been built 
close by and very likely the space 
occupied by the school was to be 
used for other purposes. A_ local 
resident who, as a boy, had attended 
that school and was rather senti- 
mental about it, bought it for a very 
small sum. By taking it apart he 
was able to cart it to his estate in 
sections on a farmwagon. A letter 
was recently received from the 
grandson of that man, stating that 
he rode on the wagon sixty years 





a 
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ago which transported the sections 
to his grandfather's farm. 
A major part of the original 


building was reassembled and used 
Inside on the 


as a harness shop. 


old wallboards may be seen the 
carved initials of some of the stu- 
dents who spent their youth in that 
venerable building and later grew 
to manhood when they carved their 
names in the civic and economic 
fields of the town. 

The picture shows the school 
after enlargement and just prior to 
its removal. Although a storage 
room for firewood used in the ob- 
long stove that stood in the center 
of the room is obvious, no well 
or cistern is shown, and the boys 
must have had a steady chore carry- 
ing the drinking water in a wooden 
bucket from a spring just north of 
the school. 

All that remains today of that 
old building is just enough of the 
north end to include two of the 


House Moving in the Old Days 


seven windows. Harness shop, 
rabbit hutch, decay; a sad ending 
for a shrine which started some 
of our citizens on their brilliant 
careers. 





Randall Wreck Heroes 

A good story of the Louise H. 
Randall wreck by Al Cox in the 
February Forum. I was thirteen 
years old then and my father and 
Uncle Richard B. Hamel took the 
underwriters across the bay in their 
scooters to the beach to get the 


report. They told us how a crew 
was picked from the three life 
saving stations to man the life- 


boat. 

I am quite sure that Capt. Jack 
Penny of the Smith’s Point station 
captained the lifeboat and as al- 
ways did a remarkably fine job. 
Life Saving Service reports of those 
men who rowed through the high 
surf out to the Merrit salvage tug, 
which stood to seaward of the 
wreck say it was a risky and cour- 
ageous thing to launch a boat at 
that time. 

Capt. Wilbur A. Corwin, Bellport. 
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Especially Constructed Building 
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400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 


f)J—Recreation Program 
{8}—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{}]—Post Hospital Care 
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AMityville 4-0222 
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Mr. Scott has had over 
$5 years of investment 
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Randolph Scott & Co. 


INCORPORATED 
190 Merrick Road 
AMITYVILLE, N. Y. 
Tel. MYrtle 1-1144 


TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 
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Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 
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Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
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art. Maximum instruction in minimum time 
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REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand? 
Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 
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IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 
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Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
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And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
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{ong Island’s e7lark “Owain 


ONG Island whaling never 

produced a Herman Melville 
but the adventures of one Long 
Islander in the California gold 
fields gives the Island a rival to 
Mark Twain. Prentice Mulford 
grew up in Sag Harbor fully ex- 
pecting to become the master of a 
whaler. Scores of other East End- 
ers had. the same dream but with 
the decline of the industry after 
1847, the realization of the dream 
seemed more and more remote. 
Mulford must have thought so 
when he stood (1849) on Long 
Wharf and watched the defeated 
whalemen set sail for the California 
vold fields. He could not know 
that for him the pen was to be 
mightier than the whaleman’s 
lance. 

Fatherless at fourteen, Mulford 
saw the family hotel and store fail. 
After several unsuccessful attempts 
at finding a job in Sag Harbor, 
Prentice failed to find fame or for- 
tune in Connecticut, Illinois or at 
Albany State Normal School. In 
1856, at the age of twenty-two, he 
left Sag Harbor, “because there 
wasn’t room (in Sag Harbor) to 
earn (his) bread and clothes. Ten 
years previous (I) should have en- 
tered the whaling service. But the 
whale fishery had utterly failed.” 

Mulford signed on the clipper 
Wizard which was captained by a 
family friend. Prentice was shown 
no favors and soon his talent for 
not being very good at anything 
caught up with him aboard ship. 
His labors in the captain’s augean 
pigpen were not marked with suc- 
cess but finally he was assigned 
to learn the sailor's trade. Then 
he developed a felon which made 
it impossible for him to tie knots 
or furl sail. When the Wizard 
dropped her hook in San Francisco 
Bay, Prentice was paid off because 
the captain told him “he was not 


The Author 
Dr. Palmer, who has_ written 
previously for the Forum, is the 


Director, Division of General 
Studies, at Springfield College, 
Springfield, Mass. His interest in 
island history stems from having 
resided at the East End. 


William R., Palmer 


cut out to be a sailor.” 

The great Vigilante War was go- 
ing full ferce when Mulford ar- 
rived but this event made less of 
an impression on him than the 
sight of the once proud Long Is- 
land whaleships rotting off the 
Market Street wharf. He finally 
found lodgings at the Long Island 
House and settled down to his fa- 
vorite occupation of watching life 
drift by. Much of his time was 
spent in the hotel attic where his 
fellow Long Islanders had left most 
of their worldly possessions when 
they had set out for the gold fields. 
He wrote: 

It was like groping around your 

family vault. The shades of the 

forgotten dead came in there in 
the evening twilight and sat each 
one on his chest, his trunk, his 
valise, his roll of blankets. In 
those dusty packages were some 
of the closest ties, binding them 
to earth. Bibles, mother’s gifts, 
tiny baby shoes, bits of blue rib- 
bon, which years by-gone flut- 
tered in the tresses of some Long 
Island girl. 


After several months of wander- 


ing about the bay city, Mulford 
signed on a whaler. He learned 
that the Henry needed a cook and 
went to see her captain. Prentice 
knew how to make Irish Stew and 
the captain was so delighted with 
the one Mulford prepared that he 
signed him on as sea cook. This 
proved a misfortune for all con- 
cerned as Prentice’s culinary reper- 
toire stopped at Irish Stew. 
Manfully he tried his hand at 
such whalemen’s favorites as duff 
and lobscouse but the results were 
miserable. Since Prentice had great 
difficulty in distinguishing between 
fresh and salt water, his tea and 
coffee almost drove the crew to 
mutiny and he would have been 
keelhauled if the captain and mates 
had learned his recipe for ‘meat 
pies.’ According to Mulford, ‘The 
Henry was full of mice. These 
little creatures would obtrude them- 
selves in my dough wet up for 
fresh bread over night, becoming 
bemired and die therein. Once a 
mouse thus dead was unconsciously 
rolled up in a biscuit, baked with 
it and served smoking hot ... Of 
course the cabin grumbled; but 
they would grumble at anything.” 


Continued on page 74 





Sag Harbor’s Main Street 
in the 1880's 
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The Thompson House, East Setauket 
Home of the Society for the Preservation of L.|. Antiquities 
gentleman by the name of Hawkins 


whom I met one day when I 
knocked at his kitchen door to try 
to interest his wife in my wares. 
After several stops, I asked Mr.. 
Hawkins if he had any old coins 
about the house as I collected them 
as a hobby. 

He nodded, excused himself, left 
the kitchen briefly and on his re- 
turn placed five Spanish dollars in 
my hands, all dated in the late 
1700’s. When I asked him where 
in the world he got them, this is 
what he told me in his own words 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary sells a complete index of the 
Long Island Forum for the years 
1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 postpaid. 
Also for the years 1948-1952 in- 
clusive, at 50 cents postpaid. They 
may be obtained by writing to the 
Long Island Collection, Queens 
Borough Public Library, 89-14 Par- 
sons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, New 
York. 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 














as much as I can recall: 

“Some years ago I decided one 
spring to have a garden, and knew 
I would have to fence it in, other- 
wise the dang chickens would 
scratch it all up. So I got up 
early one morning and started dig- 
ging posthcles to the north of the 
house. I had dug four holes and 
was down about a foot on the 
fifth when I struck something I 
thought was a stone, so I got down 
cn my knees to see if I could re- 
move it, to keep from digging an- 
other hole. But as I dug with my 
hands I came upon hundreds of 
these silver coins. 


Continued on page 70 








Pamphlets by the Forum 


The Forum has a limited number 
of the following pamphlets, for sale 
at $1 postpaid: 

The Talented Mount Brothers, by 
Jacqueline Overton. 

Long Island’s-First Italian, 1639, 
by Judge Berne A. Pyrke. 
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Ira J. Friedman 
215 Main Street 
Port Washington 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 
Established 1913 


Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 

presents 

The Bowne House 
Built 1661 

Bowne St. and Fox Lane 

FLUSHING, N. Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 
COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 
11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Phone CHapel 9-2006 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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East “Rockaway Grew rom a CMill 


o ive thriving village of East 
Rockaway, near the northerly 
end of the Rockaway peninsula, has 
borne at least four different names 
during its long and interesting his- 
tory. It was called Clinktown when 
an old Rockaway Indian known 
simply as Clink was one of its very 
few year-round inhabitants. Later, 
according to early historians, it was 
called Atlantic, and still later Near 
Rockaway to distinguish it from 
Far Rockaway at the other end of 
the peninsula. 

In 1869, however, when its first 
post office was established, it was 
given the name of East Rockaway. 
Rickard Carman as postmaster and 
L. D. Simmons were in charge of 
this first post office. In 1882 
the railroad came to East Rockaway 
and eleven years later the first fire- 
fighting unit was established, 
equipped with a Vigilant Hand 
Pumper. The village was incorp- 
orated in 1900. 

East Rockaway really grew up 
around a mill which was built in 
1688 by Joseph Haviland who re- 
ceived a grant for the land from 
the town of Hempstead, with the 
proviso that he “grind the town’s 
corn for 1/12th of a part thereof”. 
Later the mill was sold to Aaron 
Alburtis and in 1760 by Alburtis 
to Isaac Bloom. Subsequently it 
was owned by Hewletts, then by 
one Losea Van Nostrand who in 
1818 sold the mill to Alexander 
Davison. His descendants operated 
the old mill, chiefly as a sawmill, 
until 1920 when part of the struc- 
ture was removed to their lumber- 
yard where, I understand, it is still 
preserved. 

During all these years East Rock- 
away, under a succession of names, 
served as a shipping point for farm 
and other products of Hempstead 
town. At one time it maintained 


Lou Pearsall 


a thriving oyster industry. Seed 
oysters were brought here on sloops 
and schooners from the east end of 
the island and from New Haven 
and Bridgeport in Connecticut. 
They were planted on beds in East 
Rockaway and Broad. channels to 
mature. Harvested with tongs and 
dredges, the oysters were delivered 
to oyster floats along the water- 
front, there culled and shipped in 
bags and barrels to the city fish- 
markets. Surplus shells were sold 
locally at five cents per bushel and 
used as top dressing on the more 
important roads of this and neigh- 
boring communities. 

Among the leading oyster plant- 
ers and shippers here were the fam- 
ily groups of Emory, Mulford and 
Oliver Doxsey; Orlando, Dyke, 
Louden and Victor White; Charles, 
Robert and Smith Combs; William, 
Charles, Nathaniel and Seaman Ab- 
rams: Lewis, Seaman, Townsend, 
Worthington, Hollet and Jackson 

earsall; Davenport, Henry and 
Frank Wright; Henry, Floyd and 
Harry Johnson; Rueben and Thom- 
as Jackson; also individuals Martin 
Murray, Elmer Bedell, Otto Sauter 
and Walter Wood. 

An oyster concern leased its beds 
from the town and maintained a 
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The Author 


Louis Pine Pearsall, who prefers 
Lou, is a lifelong resident of the 
Rockaway peninsula and is of the 
old family from which the village 
of Lynbrook’ was _ successively 
known as Pearsall’s Corners and 
Pearsall’s. 


watch-house on or near the prop- 
erty with an armed watchman on 
duty to protect the underwater crop 
from poachers. Two types of craft 
were used by local oystermen — 
the scow rowboat and the sharpie. 
The schooners and sloops that car- 
ried cargoes of oysters to the East 
River, up the Hudson and other 
points usually brought back lumber 
orother materials to East Rockaway’s 
busy wharfs. Lumber was brought 
from Albany, brick from Haver- 
straw and coal from Pennsylvania. 
Local sailing vessels also transport- 
ed a great deal of sand from just 
inside East Rockaway Inlet to Hav- 
erstraw and other Hudson River 
communities. 

Many of these sloops and schoon- 
ers were built by George Ryder Sr. 
on Ocean avenue, East Rockaway, 
which was then known as Long 
Lane. The local shipbuilding in- 
dustry provided a good deal of 
employment in those days. Among 
the vessels that carried freight to 
and from East Rockaway were the 
20-ton sloop General Green, and 
the 30-ton sloop Sarah Ellsworth, 
both owned by Captain John Dris- 
coll. Also Captain Sam Bedell’s 
sloop John Henry, Captain Floyd 
Johnson's sloop George Ryder, 
Captain Joseph Langdon’s Anna 


Continued on page 76 






The Davison Mill 
from 1869 Photo in the Elhoff Collection 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 
Northport 


EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC. 
EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main St., Northport 
ANdrew 1-8108 
Member L. I. Real Estate Board 

















Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 


Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 


SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 








Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 





Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 




















Continued from page 68 
“They must have been buried in 
a heavy sack, for they nearly filled 
a bushel basket. I later took them 
to the U. S. mint and exchanged 
them for our dollars — all except 
these five. I believe there was a 
British fort hereabouts during the 
Revolution and that its command- 
er buried his payroll for safety.” 
Mr. Hawkins did not tell me how 
many coins he had found, or what 
rate of exchange he received for 
them. My guess is, however, that 
some local citizen in those troubled 
times. was playing both sides 
against the middle, and the middle 
became too hot to hold. I under- 
stand the British used Spanish 
silver as a unit of barter and trade 
and when they left our shores in 
1783 whoever had accumulated 
this silver found it to be a white 
elephant on his hands and pretty 
good evidence that he had been 
trading with the enemy. 
John W. Baker, Huntington 


Kidnapper’s Hide-Out 


At East Marion in Southold 
Town, many years ago, there was a 
strip of woodland running from 
Dam Pond on the east to Green- 
port on the west. This strip of woods 
varied from one-quarter to one mile 
in width, directly north of the resi- 
dential section, with the Long Is- 
land Sound on the north. 


The greater percentage of the 
trees were oak, hickory, dogwood 
and sassafras. Laurel and trailing 
arbutus made a gorgeous sight in 
the spring of the year. Schoolboys 
would pull off their jackets, tie the 
sleeves together, thus making a 
big bag, which was filled with the 
fragrant arbutus and then present- 
ed to their sweethearts, just before 
the last bell sounded for school. 


The early settlers cleared the 
land here and there through the 
woods for farming purposes. Some 
of the larger of these farms, ex- 
tending from the main street to 
the Sound, were those of Nathaniel 
Schellenger, Henry C. Tuthill, Har- 
mon Tuthill, Howard Clark, Anton 
First, and Augustus Jerome. Many 
of the smaller farms had no Sound 
frontage. 

A most wonderful freak of na- 
ture, which greatly impressed me 
as a boy, was a large square of 
cedar trees covering approximately 
fifteen acres of ground, right on 
the bluffs overlooking the Sound, 
near St. Thcmas Home for children, 


Continued next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Ine. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 

JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage, 
Water frontage Eastern L. I. Jeri- 
cho Turnpike at Commack, L, I. 
FOrest 8-9322. 











Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 


Mastic 











Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 











Central Islip 


ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 











INSURANCE 
«Magee INC. 
Francis B. Garvey Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Brosdway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 





And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 





Westbury 





HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Bales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete Insurance Service 


Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2 0592 


” BENS. WEST 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Long Island, New York 
s T2l. 101 Setauket = 

















Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
170 Park Avenue AMityville 4-0376 




















operated by St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church of Fifth Avenue, New 
York. This grove of cedars was on 
Nat Schellenger’s farm, formally 
known as the Truman Estate. 

The trees were approximately 
twelve to fifteen feet in height, so 
closely packed together that it was 
really dark in the middle of the 
day, especially on cloudy days. The 
droppings from the trees over the 
ages had made a dry and beauti- 
ful carpet. Protected from the 
elements, the interior of this grove 
was really warm on a cold winter 
day. 

On many of my visits to the 
charming spot in winter I have 
seen robins flying about among the 
trees. They were not protected by 
law in those days, but I did not 
have any inclination to bring my 
old muzzle-loader up to my should- 
er for a shot. In such a quiet, 
beautiful place it would have been 
out of order. 

I spoke of the grove as a “freak 
of nature” for there were only a few 
other cedar trees in the vicinity. 
The general explanation was that 
the birds or the winds had de- 
posited the seeds there, and that 
they had grcwn into beautiful trees. 

Years ago this grove became the 
hiding place of a young man hired 
by her father to kidnap a little 
schoolgirl from her mother, fol- 
lowing separation. The kidnapper 
called at a public school in Groton, 
Conn., asked for the child and she 
readily went along with him for he 
was no stranger to the family. 

They took the train in New Lon- 
don to New York City, then the 
L.I.R.R. to Greenport where the 
child was delivered to the waiting 
father, after which the kidnapper 
went into hiding in the cedar grove. 
Occasionally he showed up in East 
Marion for food, but made the 
grove his hide-out until the child’s 
father and mother had become 
reconciled. 

Upon my next visit to East Mar- 
ion I hope to again see the cedar 
grove unless summer cottages have 
taken the place of the cedar trees 
that so entranced me _ sixty-five 
years ago. 

Captain Eugene S. Griffing, 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


In 1878 the annual parish meet- 
ing of the First Church of South- 
hold, New York §state’s. oldest 
church, voted to reduce the pas- 
tor’s salary from $1,000 to $800 a 
year and the organist’s from $50 
to $40. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 











Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE-REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 




















208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
ot, LONG ISLAND 

layer) REAL. BSTATE 

INSURANCE 
for more than 40 years 

Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 169% 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tei. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 


Real Estate 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
630 Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 
When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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night to obtain photographs and to 
show the birders who came from 
miles around to see the rarity be- 
fore I released it the next morning. 
John Elliott of Seaford, editor of 
Long Island Bird Notes, made the 
{7-mile trip out to my home arriv- 
ing soon after daybreak in order 
to see the bird. It is native to the 
Rocky Mountain region. 

Another rarity caught on Oct. 
24 was a Dickcissel, the first live 
one I have seen on Long Island 
since I caught one in a trap at 
Speonk on Oct. 16, 1929. Another 
unusual bird -was a Red-headed 
Woodpecker caught on Sept. 27, 
the first seen in many years. Also 
caught such birds as Kingfisher, 
3 Hummingbirds, 21 species of 
Warblers, 165 Song Sparrows, 157 
White-throated Sparrows and 63 
Savannah Sparrows. One of the 
White-throated Sparrows that I 
caught on Oct. 30 had been banded 
at Ardmore, Pa. on Nov. 27, 1957, 
retrapped there on March 8, 1958 
and apparently was following the 
coast line in its southward migra- 


tion in fall of 1958. 
Also one of the 6 Northern 
Water-thrushes that I banded at 


Tiana Beach on Sept. 27, 1958 was 
retrapped and released by another 
bander on Nov. 29, 1958 at Car- 
acas, Venezuela, South America. 
Although 6155 Northern Water- 
thrushes have been banded in North 
America this is the first return for 
this species from South America 
and only the second return for the 
species away from the station where 
it was banded. 

Chandler Robbins of the Fish 
And Wildlife Service, one of those 
who. have charge of “Operation Re- 
covery’ wrote: “Your netting at 
Tiana Beach was much better than 
that obtained at any of the other 
coastal stations. I am so pleased 
that your coastal netting has been 
so eminently successful! Maybe 
this will stimulate some of the other 
Long Island banders to assist in 
Operation Recovery.” 


My sincere thanks are due Wal- 
ter Terry of Blue Point, retired 
engineer of American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., who drove every 
morning of the 14 days of netting 
from Blue Point to Shinnecock Bay, 
about 29 miles, arriving there about 
daybreak and remaining nearly all 
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day. I remained all day until dark 
as I left the nets up all night (no 





A Banded Gallinule 
birds were caught during the 
night). A Red Bat was caught one 
morning shortly after daylight. 
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Many people driving along dune 
road stopped to see the netting op- 
erations, including several carloads 
of children from Quogue grade 
school with Harvey Cooley, prin- 
cipal of the school and Mayor of 
Quogue. Now that this initial mist 
netting on Long Island has been 
so successful, plans are under way 
for other Long Island banders to 
enter the project this coming fall, 
especially on the barrier beach 
across from Mastic if the bridge 
across the bay is finished by then. 

Basic to understanding coastal 
migration is the problem of how 
birds react to a boundary such as 
that between land and sea. Results 
so far obtained strongly suggest 
that such boundaries serve to funnel 


migration along thickets behind 
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“The Thirteen Tribes” 


By Paul Bailey 


A brief account of the 
locations, customs, characteristics and 
history of the Long Island Indians. 


Well Illustrated 


Fourth Printing Now Ready. 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 
Amityville, N. Y. 
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coastal beaches. The results ob- 
tained on the outer beach could 
not be duplicated on the mainland. 





Song Sparrow 





How can you do it for $2 a year? 
(Mrs.) Anne Smith Chester, East 
Meadow, 
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Another Ex-Cavalryman Recalls 


The letter from Charles D. Cords 
of Brooklyn in the February Forum 
brought back a lot of memories 
about old Huntington days and our 
Squadron C. Farm. I was in the 
Squadron from 1908 to 1914 and 
spent several summers at the Farm 
when my family was at Orient. 

In the morning they used to drive 
us to the Huntington station in the 
ambulance, drawn by a team of 
horses, and we sure were glad to 
get down that long West Main 
street hill with the brakes. still 
holding. When automobiles came 
in we still rode in the ambulance 
which would also meet our train at 
night. 

With handball 


courts, tennis 
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courts, baseball diamond, horses to 
ride and later on a polo field, that 
surely was the greatest country 
club ever. 

Ezra H. Hallock, 

Anna Maria, Fla. and Orient. 


Preserving the Picture 


I do think the Forum is doing 
a fine work by collecting memories 
and bits of local history known to 
so few of us oldtimers which would 
otherwise be forgotten. You are 
preserving a picture of the old 
Long Island way of life that will 
be invaluable in years to come. 

Mrs. Eana Valentine Bruce. 
Brookhaven. 


Although far away from my na- 
tive village of Sag Harbor, I would 
surely miss the Forum, with its 
news of dear old Long Island. May 
the New Year be qa happy and pros- 
perous one to you and the Forum. 
Louis T. Vail, New Port Richey, 
Florida. 


Keep the Forum coming. Couldn’t 
be without it. J. K. Berry, Long 
Beach. 














THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


PARK 7-3600 
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After ten months at sea, Mul- 
ford grew tired of whaling or ra- 
ther cooking and departed for the 
gold fields. By this time most of 
the fields were panned out and a 
man was lucky to average two or 
three dollars a day. Borrowing a 
grubstake, Mulford started digging 
on the banks of the Tuolumne at 
a place called Hawkins’ Bar. He 
did not strike it rich and moved 
up the river to Sweet's Bar. 

In 1860, one of Mulford’s 
friends learned that Jamestown 
needed a schoolmaster and _ took 
Prentice to see the school board 
which was composed of the village 
doctor, a saloonkeeper and a miner. 
Mulford has this to say about his 
qualifying examination: 

Before the doctor lay one thin 

book. It turned out to be a 

spelling book. The doctor open- 

ed it, glared on me leisurely, and 

finally said: ‘Spell cat. I did 

“Spell hat.” I spelled. “Rat,” 
said the doctor, with a look of 
explosive fierceness and in a tone 
an octave higher. I spelled, and 
remarked: “But, doctor you sure- 
ly must know that I can spell 
words of one syllable?” “IT 
don't,” he shouted and _ pro- 
pounded “mat” for me ... and 
so went on until I had spelled 
long enough to amuse him and 
the other two trustee triflers. 

Then he shut the book, saying: 

“Young man, you'll do for our 

camp. I wouldn’t teach that 

school for $5,000 a year: and 
there are two boys you'll have 
for scholars that I advise you to 
kill, if possible, the first week. 

Let's all go over and take a 

drink.” 

Mulford’s school was also the 
village church. For six hours a 
day Prentice had to keep his eye 
on some sixty pupils who ranged 
in age from four to eighteen. The 
teen-age girls who received an av- 
erage of two marriage proposals 
a week and the bully boys gave 
him the most trouble. Mulford 
solved these problems by advising 
the girls to marry and by licking 
the bullies in a rough and tumble 
fight. 

After two years, Mulford gave 
up teaching and became a copper 
prospector. When he failed at this, 
he ran for the state legislature and 
was defeated. He finally drifted 
back to San Francisco where he 


Continued next page 
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SUFFOLK COUNTY. 
FEDERAL SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


DAVID P. SEAMAN, President 














180 West Main Street 1 West Main Street 


Babylon, L.1., N.Y. Smithtown, L.1., N.Y. 
Monday Evenings: 5 to 8 P.M. Friday Evenings: 6 to 8 P.M. 


LARGEST MUTUAL SAVINGS INSTITUTION IN SUFFOLK COUNTY 
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EARLY HISTORY OF 
THE LONG ISLAND RAILROAD 
1834 - 1900 
By Mildred H. Smith 
The story of the railroad era on Long Island, from its beginning, 
through years of struggle, financial stress and mergers, to the 
creation of a single system. 
An attractive, cloth-bound volume, $3.00 postpaid. ‘ 
Available only at 
IRA J. FRIEDMAN 
Books - Modern Old and Rare 
215 Main Street Port Washington, N. Y. 
Tel. PO 7-3547 




















HISTORY OF THE 
LONG ISLAND STATE PARKS 
By Chester R. Blakelock 


Executive Secretary 


L. |. State Park Commission 
DURABLY BOUND - 42 ILLUSTRATIONS - POSTPAID $2 
LONG ISLAND FORUM BOX 805 - AMITYVILLE 
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met Joseph E. Lawrence, editor of 
the Golden Era. Lawrence was 
very impressed with Mulford’s 
sketches of life in the gold fields 
and offered him a job. Prentice 
now began to write and soon his 
material was seen in the Califor- 
nian, the Overland Monthly and 
finally the Atlantic Monthly and 
Lippincott’s Magazine. 

Other writers such as Twain and 
Harte have described life in the 
gold fields but they only tell about 
it; Mulford’s better work makes 
you feel it. His characters who 
hang around the Bella Union saloon 
after a week of mining in the lone- 
ly hills are fiesh and blood. Mul- 
ford makes the stillness of night 
in the high Sierras, the taste of 
fried tough beef, and the hard 
back-breaking work of mining part 
of the reader's experience. Prentice 
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Sag Harbor’s Old American House, Which Mulford Knew 


Mulford’s Story and his short short 
novels such as the humorous Barney 
McBriar, the Shootist, The Mur- 
dered Maid and The Insult to the 
Flag show a great but undisciplined 
talent. 

In 1872, Mulford left California 
for a European tour. While in 
London he met his Pygmalion in 
the person of Josie Allen. Both 
Mulford and Joaquin Miller vied 
for her love and Prentice won. He 
married the girl, educated her, took 
her around Europe and _ finally 
brought her to America. Accord- 
ing to one Mulford authority, 
Franklin Walker, “It was said that 
Josie, dissatisfied with Prentice’s 
meager income as a columnist on 


the New York Graphic, resorted 
to an old practice of posing in the 
nude for pin money .. .” and 
Prentice found out about it “ 
when he found her picture on the 
back of a pack of cigarettes.” Re- 
gardless of the cause, the marriage 
broke up. 

After this Mulford became the 
Henry Thoreau of the New Jersey 
swamps and his writing turns to 
spiritualism and philosophy. He 
later published the White Cross 
Library which placed his ideas be- 
fore the public. The titles of some 
of his tracts indicate the tenor of 
his later work: You Travel When 
You Sleep, The God in Yourself, 
The Doctor Within, and a fore- 
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runner of modern Pealeism, Posi- 
tive and Negative Thought. While 
many people found comfort in 
Mulford’s teaching he was not the 
man to form a cult of followers 
or take to the public pulpit. . 

Late in May 1891, Prentice Mul- 
ford decided to visit his old home 
in Sag Harbor. He acquired a 
small boat and sailed from Ho- 
boken. On Memorial Day he was 
found dead in Sheepshead Bay. 
Apparently he died in his sleep 
from natural causes. Thus came 
the end to one of the founders 
of the California Argonaut school 
of literature and a man whose best 
work ranks with Twain, Harte and 
Miller. 


Continued from Page 69 
Gusta and Captain Hults’ Katie 
Maria. 

Charles Davison & Sons’ Lumber 
Company owned the schooners Am- 
celia, H. V. Duryea, Henrietta and 
Reaper, and the sloop Alexine, 
while Captain T. O. Smith owned 
the schooner T. O. Smith. and 
Glensworth Combs owned the 
schooner Aurora and the steam ves- 
sels Clinton, Susan Combs and the 
G. D. Combs. Combs’ fleet used 
the East Rockaway channel and his 
own dock at Oceanside, adjacent to 
East Rockaway. 

East Rockaway channel in those 
days was a busy thoroughfare in- 
deed although narrow and very 
crooked, with an average depth of 
from six to seven feet at high tide. 
Because of its many twists and 
turns, boatmen were often obliged 
to use “settin-poles” to help a sail- 
"ing craft around a bend. Seaman 
T. Pearsall, who lived on Ocean 
avenue, built many of the rowing 
and sailing scows and sharpies used 
by local boatmen. Needless to say, 


Continued on next page 
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the men who built boats and larger 
vessels hereabouts had a fine repu- 
tation for good craftsmanship and 
sturdy construction. 

It may not be generally known 
that East Rockaway has an unsolved 
marine mystery in its annals. Once 
upon a time during the Civil War 
the schooner Sarah S. Bird cleared 
this then busy port for a destination 
unknown to all except the skipper- 
owner. It carried a crew of sever 
men and after passing through the 
inlet into the broad Atlantic it was 
never again seen by local eyes nor 
was any word of its fate or that of 
its captain and crew ever received 
here. The nature of its cargo had 
not been divulged any more than 
had the nature of its mission, but 
there were those who believed it 
may have attempted to run the 
blockade with which Union war- 
ships were hoping to starve out the 
Confederacy. Had it been sunk or 
captured by Southern privateers and 
its crew taken into custody, it would 
have become a matter of record. 
So it is presumed that somewhere, 
somehow, the Sarah S. Bird went 
down with all on board with no 
human witnesses to report its fate. 


Captain “Tom” Bell of Bellport 


About 1830 Thomas (“Tom”) Bell, 
the man for whom Bellville, after- 
ward Bellport, was named, con- 
trived to design and make the 
model for, then obtained the patent 


for, the famed “Patent Roller 
Sheave’”’. 
This sheave used in blocks in 


place of the common sheave with 
plain smooth type bearing which 
turned on round block pin held 
both ends by block strap of iron. 
This passed through slots. cut 
through inside of wood block shell. 
It revolutionized all hoisting and 
hauling, in those days of shipping, 
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A Painting of the Davison Mill, from the Elhoff Collection 


being carried on boats propelled by 
sail. 

It is a fact that in hoisting the 
average bay or coasting schooner’s 
sails, with Bell’s Patent Roller 
Sheaves, one man could do almost 
the work of three. This vast lift 
to the labors of men of the sea, 
and carried around the world fi- 
nally on all of the great ships of 
those days, did not come to us 
from the sea, but rather came to 
all ports over the world’s seas from 
famous coastwise Captain “Tom” 
Bell of Bellport, Long Island. 


The Roller Sheave is a simple 
idea which any man, as Captain 
“Tom” Bell put it, “should have 
done ages before he was born or 
thought of. For we have moved 
great ships on rollers since ships 
have been built.” The oldest bay 
and ship captains I can remember 
have all quoted the foregoing as 
Captain “Tom’s” statement. 

The rollers ride around on the 
block pin and the opposite side of 
rollers roll on the inside wall of the 
sheave; then the roller pocket is 
boxed in at the ends by the block 
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Prize Designs for Jersey Casuals 


Designed especially for Acrilan 
jersey, these fashions masculine 
and feminine — are the end result 
of Allen Knitting Mills’ latest de- 
sign contest. Each year this com- 
pany sponsors at Traphagen School 
of Fashion competition in which 
the students create designs and 
make up garments in the styles se- 
lected, which the mill uses to pro- 
mote fabric sales. The mill gets 
ideas — the students experience 
and liberal prizes. 

The sweater jacket pictured (top- 
left), designed by Donald Garvel- 
mann, is modeled by a talented 
young Canadian, David Pequegnat, 
who also wears the side-buttoned 
shirt (bottom center) by Carol 
Schiller. The jersey blouson dress 
(top right) was designed by Joyce 
Austin- who holds the sketch, made 
by Mimis Charalambous who comes 
from Cyprus, and is modeled by 
Anna Puhalovich. Anna, a Yugo- 
slavian beauty, made the model 
shirt (center) designed by Patti 
Parsen which she fits on Domingo 
Blasini, young design student from 
Puerto Rico. He also models the 
smart reversible Acrilan jersey car- 
digan (bottom left) a design by 
Sara Elwell. The pleated tunic 
dress (bottom right) by Al Fian- 
daca, is worn here by Louise Man- 
ecchia. 

The annua! Allen contest is al- 
ways quite an international project, 
since Traphagen has many students 
from all over the world. Some will 
return to their own countries to 
launch careers in the American 
manner; others will join their Am- 
erican classmates and add their 
talents to the fashion industry in 
the United States. At Traphagen 
School, 1680 Broadway (52nd St.), 
. New York, examples of prize work 
by all of these young people is 
always on display and visitors are 
welcome to drop in and see what 
they have done. 


Continued from page 77 
straps. Many improvements have 
in more recent years been em- 
ployed, i.e., first cupping inside of 
sheaves to render sheaves more 
easily assembled. Then metal cag- 
es were made to hold rollers while 
assembling blocks, then brass cages 
and rollers to prevent rusting. But 
on sea and land all who know 
biess old “Captain Tom Bell”. 

Captain Bell was the first to 
place a block of wood in the jaws 
of the gaff to ride on after side 
of the mast, on fore and aft rig, 
to prevent jaws from binding on 
mast and chewing or wearing same. 
This block was bowed face forward 


78 





from starboard and port, and pre- 
vents mast from crowding and 
binding in jaws of gaff. It is held 
in place by a bolt run through it 
and bolt’s ends held in jaws of 
gaff and aft of the inside sweep 
of the jaws. And forward end of 
gaff is cut back to make room for 
it to ride between jaws freely. 
Captain Tom Bell took a small 
boy off the docks in New York 
City. The child could not talk 
well and, did not know his own 
name. (These humans who lived 
out of trash boxes and barrels were 
known as “Dock Rats”.) By feed- 
ing him well the captain finally 
tamed him, then found out from 
the derelict men on the docks that 
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the boy’s parents were dead from 
a plague (smallpox). So Captain 
Tom shanghaied the boy and 
brought him to his own home in 
Bellport. There he was sent to 
school, finally educated and taught 
navigation in the old_ Bellport 
Academy. 

When that boy left Captain Tom 
for a life at sea, qualified by educa- 
tion, Captain Tom gave him the 
patent with all rights, wishing him 
Godspeed. He then told him a 
story. Here is the story: ‘When 
I first took you to school I told 
your teacher, when she asked your 
name, ‘Merit’. Teacher then asked, 
‘first name’? I answered, ‘!. J.’ 


Continued on back cover 





WW hit ql 


J / 


€ 











\/ 
/\/ 


a 








ui» SERVICE 











LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 









































WASHER-DRYER j 


There it is! A Washer-Dryer combination that makes everything easier! 
Your clothes wash spotlessly clean and fresh—colors are bright and clear, 
white things whiter than new. And, with an automatic dryer, every day 
is sunny! Your dryer is actually “better than sunshine” because there’s 
no fading . . . no wear and tear from wind and weather. Clothes are fresh- 


air dry and sweet, soft and fluffy. 
SE 
he 
fg <s:” WN 
SCO / 


See the newest models at your 
LILCO Authorized Appliance Dealer 


See all the newest models—separate washers and dryers, 
combination washer-dryer in one unit. Your local LILCO 
Authorized Appliance Dealer will help you choose the 
perfect automatic laundry appliances for your needs— 
and you will have fine, dependable service and satisfac- 
tion for many years to come. 















Continued from Page 78 

and then said, ‘Boy, you have al- 
ways been a big help to me, obey 
your teacher’. Now, that name 
Merit I gave you because since I 
picked you up you have always 
merited everything I have done for 
you, and I threw in the I. J. for a 
handle to the good name I gave 
you on your first voyage to Bell- 
port with me, when you started in 
by bringing me my slippers as I 
pulled off my sea boots’.” 

Seafaring men of the whole worid 
have for many years been holding 
high wherever seas were troubled, 
the name of I. J. Merit, founder of 
one of the best known wreck com- 
panies in the nation’s history. 

Capt. Wilbur A. Corwin, Bellport. 


Capt. Will Tooker, U.S.C.G. 

Lou Pearsall’s letter about the 
Geography of Rockaway Beach, in 
the February Forum reminded me 
that ‘my brother William Buel 
Tooker commanded the Long Beach 
Coast Guard station during the 
1920’s In was nearer to his home 
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in Lawrence than any of the many 
other stations at which he served. 

Captain Will was the first child 
of my father’s second wife and he 
was named after her father, Wil- 
liam Buel Albin, who sailed a coast- 
ing schooner out of Port Jefferson 
during the Civil War. His vessel 
was anchored in the James River 
during the battle of MHarrison’s 
Landing and he had a bird’s eye 
view of the engagement from the 
masthead of his schooner. 

During World War I brother Will 
commanded the Rockaway Point 
station, which was near Fort Tild- 
en. John Tooker, Medford. 


Sassafras Binding Pole 


I enjoyed the letter of George E. 
Hart in the February Forum, about 
sassafras. As an ex-farmboy I re- 
member helping with the light sas- 
safras poles used to lift hay off the 
salt-meadows. 


There was another use for this 
wood. The farmer who had to cart 
hay any distance had to have it 
well fastened down or he would 
lose a great deal on account of the 
rough fields and roads. So a sas- 
safras pole, about four inches thick 
on the large end, was notched and 
shoved under the front wagon-lad- 
der, over the hay. The small end 
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of the pole, which projected over 
the rear of the load, was tightened 
down with a rope. This pole, al- 
ways of strong, light sassafras, was 
called the binding pole. 
James E. Tooker, 
Babylon Town Historian. 
For people like myself please 
publish from time to time some 
stories that were in the early is- 
sues of the fine Long Island Forum, 
and thank you. Carrie Lucas, 
Quogue. 


(The price of) the Long Island 
Forum is so little for so much in- 
telligible historical information. 
Brewster Terry, West Palm Beach, 
Florida (and Patchogue). 


You don’t know how nice it is 
to sit down with Forum each month. 
John D. O'Halloran, Brooklyn. 


Gabriel’s Evolution of L.I. 


Would like to purchase copy of 
above book. 


C.J.M., care L.I. Forum. 
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